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Four-legged friend offers support to students and staff

A therapy dog provides emotional support to those around 
it. Th is can be a quick visit to lower stress or regular visits to 
build a positive relationship. Research shows that including 
therapy dogs in the classroom and school building can improve 
attendance and learning outcomes. Th is is diff erent from a 
service dog, which provides one-on-one 
service to its owner. Koia and other 
therapy dogs must be certifi ed by an 
approved, accredited organization 
and evaluated yearly. Th erapy 
dogs are included in the New 
York State Social Emotional 
Standards and recognized 
by the state education 
department as a tool for 
supporting students.
Koia, a female 
golden doodle, is 
a certifi ed AKC 
Canine Good 
Citizen and 
therapy dog 
with PAWS for 
Friendship Inc. 
She spent her fi rst day at JFS on a remote Wednesday. 

Th e district continues 
to fi nd unique and 
eff ective ways to support 
students academically 
and emotionally. Research 
shows that a positive, 
safe environment leads 
to academic success for 
all students. With that 
thought in mind, the 
U-E Board of Education 
approved the use of 
therapy dogs in the school 
setting.
At its December meeting, 
the board approved 
Koia, a therapy dog 
owned by JFS staff  
member Margo Kibbler. 
Kibbler has worked in 

the district for 20 years 
focusing on the social, emotional and academic success of her 
students. Knowing the importance of emotional well-being, she 
researched animal-assisted learning and felt compelled to bring 
that learning to her classroom, building and district. 

Student poems to be published
Recently, junior Max Gross and senior Izai Martin, both at 
Tiger Ventures, were notifi ed that their poems have been 
selected to be published in the Appelley Publishing’s “2021 
Rising Starts Collection.” Both are now eligible for the $500 
grand prize that will be announced April 9.
Tiger Ventures English teacher Gavin Boehm said, “We are 
over the moon for these two and very excited about this 
recognition.”
Congratulations! UE

Margo Kibbler with Koia at JFS.

Koia greets JFS guidance secretary Patsy Kettle.

continued on page 4.
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A message from

Superintendent 
Nicole Wolfe

Union-
Endicott 
community,

It’s hard to 
believe we 
are already 
halfway 
through 
the 2020-

21 school year. It has been a 
challenging year of hybrid and 
remote learning for our students, 
staff  and parents, and we appreciate 
our community’s ongoing support.  

Despite the pandemic, we have 
much to be proud of in our schools. 
Th roughout this issue, you will see 
that we continue to work to provide 
the best possible educational 
opportunities for our students 
through a variety of programs and 
activities.  

Th e board approved our fi rst 
certifi ed therapy dog at JFS, and 
Koia has proven to be a calming 
presence at our middle school. Th e 
state has approved our athletics 
program to move forward, and 
we hope other programs, such as 
music and extracurricular events, 
will be approved for in-person 
participation soon.  

Our district is truly special, and we 
take great pride in our dedication 
to supporting those who need 
help in our community. If you 
need assistance, please reach out 
to me at nwolfe@uek12.org, and 
we will connect you with resources 
available to support your family’s 
needs. We are here for you.

Sincerely,
Nicole Wolfe

Phase 2 of the 2019 Capital Improvements 
Construction Project is about to begin.
Th e state education 
department has approved 
Phase 2 of the 2019 Capital 
Improvement Project and it 
can now go out for bidding. 
With the current lack of 
construction activity in our 
area, we expect a number 
of local contractors to bid 
the project. Construction 
is scheduled to begin this 
spring and continue through 
the Fall 2022. Due to the size 
and complexity of the project, it will take two summers, as well as some second shift  
work during the school year, to complete the work. 

Some major scope items include:
AGM – Exterior masonry reconstruction and additional water bottle fi ller.
CFJ – Kitchen/cafeteria renovation, classroom cabinetry replacement, 
classroom toilet room refurbishment, nurse’s offi  ce handicap accessible toilet 
room, and library renovation.
UEHS – Stadium bleacher replacement, exterior masonry reconstruction, 
gym fl oor refi nishing, pool fi lter replacement, water distribution piping 
replacement, and art, science and FCS room renovations.
JFS – Boys locker room locker replacement.
LWW – Gym wall reconstruction, classroom fl oor replacement, and kitchen 
renovation.
TJW – Entrance drive pavement reconstruction, play fi eld drainage 
improvements, and additional water bottle fi ller. UE

Th e scope of the project continues to address the replacement of aged or deteriorating 
building elements as well as focus on educational needs within the schools. Work will 
be done at all buildings in the district.

The gym fl oor will be refi nished at UEHS.

Rendering of the CFJ library renovation.
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As a professional learning community, the district has a multi-
tiered system of support called Response to Intervention (RtI.) 
Th e heart of RtI is a school’s core instructional program, in 
which all students receive eff ective instruction on grade level 
essential curriculum. 
Th is begins with teachers being specifi c about what is 
essential for students to know and be able to do. Working in 
collaborative teams, teachers identify which state standards 
are essential for all students to master and then work with 
students to understand the importance of the learning and 
mastering of essentials. 
At the K-5 level, teachers meet regularly to discuss essential 
standards and evidence of learning. It is a process and a cycle 
of continuous refl ection on instructional practices and student 
learning. If a child is still struggling, a school-based team 
(building principal, classroom teachers, academic intervention 
specialist, special educators and/or psychologist/social 
workers) provides a new lens to review the child’s profi le and 
make additional suggestions for new or diff erent interventions 
to be implemented.  
In grades 6 -12, some students may need a little extra support 
to succeed. To ensure success, teachers work collaboratively 

Building success through effective teaching, collaboration
across content areas 
and grade levels to 
identify the specifi c 
area a student is 
struggling in and 
what steps can be 
taken to help ensure 
success. 
For students who are 
not yet on grade level 
in academic and/
or social behavior, 
each school provides 
academic and 
behavioral help. 
Teachers, district 
leaders, counselors, social workers and many others work 
together to ensure students reach their full potential. 
It is the collective responsibility of the school community 
to ensure success for ALL students. Working collaboratively 
through the RtI process supports eff ective teaching and high 
levels of collaboration, creating greater student success in all 
grades. UE

Students at JFS are ready for class.

Watch live events from home
Th e U-E YouTube Channel is another way for families and community members to see 
what is happening in the district, including live, streaming events. 
Please consider subscribing to the U-E YouTube channel. Currently, the district uses 
HUDL to live-stream events where cameras and computers are available to run the 
broadcast. In locations where that equipment is not readily available a user needs to 
use a tablet or mobile device and YouTube is an excellent platform to live stream on 
mobile devices. 
Th e ability to stream district events and games will allow the community to stay 
connected to U-E, including sports, music, art, and more all from the comfort of your 
home! UE

Third-grade teacher Nate MacLean works with a student.

Daily one-on-one instruction helps all 
students succeed.
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UEEF Trivia night supports education
Th e U-E Education Foundation (UEEF) held its annual Team 
Trivia Night on February 5. In its 15th year, this was the 
fi rst year the event was held virtually. Over 100 participants, 
including students, educators, recent and not-so recent 
graduates, and community members joined in to see who has 
the most knowledge. With the event being virtual, participants 
included those who live locally and those from as far as Rhode 
Island. 
“Rock Me TJ Like A Wagon Wheel” claimed fi rst place, 
winning the coveted Trivia Night Champion shirts donated by 
Zappias. 
Th ank you to all the local business and community members 
for donations and for being team sponsors.  
Th is event is UEEF’s biggest fundraiser, raising grant money 
for U-E staff  to provide unique and innovative learning 
opportunities for students. UEEF is grateful for everyone who 
joined in for a fun and safe event. UE

JFS teacher Kristy Gault takes a moment to say hi to Koia.

Th erapy dog, from page 1.

Koia Zoomed with students and visited with in-person staff  while walking around the 
building, wagging her tail. Kibbler said, “While Koia is my dog, I am not bringing 
my pet to school. Th e program is designed with students in mind and the dog is 
providing support and unconditional love to the people she visits. She has a job to 
do, and she enjoys that job as much as I do.” 
If the smiles, laughter and joy seen on the faces of students and staff  when they 
met Koia are any indication, she is already a welcome addition to the JFS school 
family. Kibbler and Koia greeted staff , who then introduced Koia to their 
students during Zoom sessions. All of the students Koia met were excited to 
see her and cannot wait to meet her in person.

Koia will continue to come to school on Wednesdays. A schedule will be 
considered in March to incorporate days when students are in the building. 
Th is new endeavor is an important aspect of supporting U-E Tigers. Stay 
tuned for more updates and information as this program moves forward. UE

Congratulations to the TJW team, “Rock Me TJ Like a Wagon Wheel.”


